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GEORGE Marquis OF TWEE DDA LE, and 
other Peers of Scotland, objecting to the Votes given at 
the late Election under the Title of 


LORD LINDORES. 


HERE appears in the Records of the Great Seal, a Charter granted by King James Sixth, 
dated gift of March 1600, whereby his Majeſty grants to Patrick Leſlie, Son of Patrick, 
Commendator of the Abbacy of Lindores, and © to his Heirs Male whatſoever,” the Lands 


of the ſaid Abbacy thereby erected into a temporal Lordſhip, “ giving and granting 0 the ſaia 


& Patrick Leſlie and his Foreſaids, the Title, Honour, Rank, and Eſtate of a free Baron and Lord 


„ of his Majeſty's Parliament, to be called and entitled Lords of Lendores in all Time coming, 6y 
« Reaſon of the Lands and Lordſhip above written.” | 


It is ſuppoſed to be by virtue of this Charter or Patent that the Gentleman now ſtyling himſelf 
Lord Lindores claims, ſtating himſelf to be the Heir Male whatſoever of Patrick Leſlie, the Pa- 
tentee, connecting himſelf as by the Pedigree annexed. | 


Neither Alexander Leſlie of the Quarter Branch, who aſſumed the Title in 1737, nor his Son 
Francis, ſerved themſelves Heirs to the Lords of the firſt Branch, Deſcendants of the Commen- 
dator, or took any judicial Step to aſcertain their Right; nor has the preſent Claimant.—It is ap- 

rehended to be incumbent on him to prove his Pedigree and Connection, as it appears from the 

ecords that many Perſons have exiſted whoſe Iſſue Male would have a preferable Right, even 
upon his own Hypotheſis, and their Failure cannot be aſcertained ; and particularly it will be ob- 
ſerved, that ſuppoſing the Grant of the Dignity to have been to the Heirs Male whatſoever of the 
Patentee, the Rothes Family were preferable to the Quarter and Lumwhat Branches: For James 
Maſter of Rothes was Brother of the full Blood to the Commendator; whereas John Leſlie, from 
whom the Claimant ſays he is deſcended, was a Brother by the half Blood; conſequently, the De- 
ſcendants of the Maſter, if there are any in the Male Line, are preferable to this Claimant ; and 
it is certain that the Maſter had ſeveral Sons, whoſe Failure cannot be traced by the Records, 


But ſuppoſing the Claimant's Pedigree and Connection to be as repreſented by himſelf, the Ob- 


jectors maintain, That the Title of Lindores did not paſs by, and never was enjoyed under the Char- 
ter of 31ſt March 1600, the only one which it is believed the Claimant ſets up.—For ſome Reaſon, 
this Charter was held to be invalid, and Patrick Leſhe, in whoſe Favour it was granted, never pretended 
by virtue of it to be Lord Linderesr—On the contrary, he appears ſtyled as a Commoner 2 ſeveral 
Years after, in the moſt ſolemn AQs and Inſtruments.— He was Lord Lindores, it is true, before his 


Death, but that was by Succeſſion to his Father, who died ſometime between 1606, and 1609, as the 
Records prove. IL 7+ . 


| There is an obvious Reaſon why the Charter 1600 was reckoned of no avail Whatever. It was a 
Grant of the annexed Property of the Crown, made in the Face of ſeveral Acts of Parliament, 2 


larly 1455, C. 41, and 1597, C. 234. And if it ſhall be alleged, that this Nullity did not affect the 


Grant of the Dignity, which might ſubſiſt notwithſtanding the Nullity of the Grant of the Territory, 
the Anſwer is, That this is a modern Idea — Though at this Period (1600) there certainly were 
Grants of Honours in Scat land, independent of and unconnected with Territory, yet where they were 
granted together, or where the Grant of the Dignity was a mere Conſequence of the Grant of 


Territory, which, above all, was the Caſe in theſe EreQions of Eccleſiaſtical Benefices into Tempo- 


ral Lordſhips, by James VI. after the Reformation, it would have been reckoned a Soleeiſm to hold 
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the Dignity while the Erection was void. — The Charter 1600 ſpeaks this in ſtrong Language: 


The Title of Lindores is given to Patrick Leſlie and his Heirs, “ by Reaſon of the Lands and Lord- 
ip (i. e. the Territory) thereby granted to bim.“ 


Let the Reaſon have been what it may, it is certain, that Patrick Leſſie did not acquire the 
Dignity by this Charter. —lt was conferred upon his Father, the Commendator, by ſome Grant 
which does not appear, and Patrick remained a Commoner till his Father's Death, —Thas will be 
clearly proved by the following Documents ; 


1. Charter under the Great Seal, dated 26th December 1601, To Janet, Spouſe of Andrew 
Earl of Rothes, in Liferent, and George Leſlie, their eldeſt Son, and the Heirs Male of his Body ; 
whom failing, to John Leſlie, their ſecond Son, and the Heirs Male of his Body; whom failing, 
to Robert Leſlie, his Brother German, and the Heirs Male of his Body ; whom failing, to Patrick 
Leſlie, Lord of Lindores, alſo lawful Son of the ſaid Earl, and his Heirs whatſoever. There is no 
diſputing that this is Patrick the Commendator, and not Patrick his Son, 


2. Another Charter under the Great Seal, 17th April 1612, exactly in the fame Terms. 


3. Another Charter under the Great Seal, 3 iſt March 1620, confirming a Grant made by 
Andrew Earl of Rothes 1596, to ſeveral of his Sons, and amongſt the Reſt, Patrick thus deſcribed 
in the Confirmation: ** The deceaſed Patrick then Commendator, and afterwards Lord of Lindores, 
& lawful Sen of the ſaid Earl.“ 


4. An Act of Parliament, paſſed in 1606, for diſſolving the Abbacy of Lindores from the 
Crown, and enabling his Majeſty, to make a Grant thereof to Patrick the Commendator's 8on.— In 
this Ad, Patrick the Father is called Patrick now Lord of Lindores, ſometime Commendator of the 
„ Abbacy theresf;“ and the Son is repeatedly called © Patrick zow Maſter of Lindores.” 


It has been ſaid on the Part of the Claimant, That the Father was only called Lord by 
Courteſy, It muſt be allowed, that this was ſingular; and not leſs fo, that the Son, who, ac- 


cording to the Claimant, was really a Lord, ſhould be called Maſter by Courteſy, in an Act 
of Parliament, | 


From hence it follows, That the Dignity was not in Patrick the Son, and that it muſt have 
been conferred on Patrick, the Father, — Whether that was in conſequence of the Charter 1600 
being reckoned void to all Intents, or in conſequence of a Surrender by the Son, is immaterial, 


It does not appear, that any new Grant was made by the King in purſuance of the A& 1606, 


The Charter 1600 being thus done away, and the Dignity having been held by Patrick the 
firſt Lord, and his Deſcendants, by ſome Grant or Patent, the Limitations of which do not 
appear; the only Queſtion is, Whether- that Grant or Patent is to be preſumed to have limited 
the Honour, failing the Patentee and his Iſſue, to his Heirs Male whatſoever ? —Such a Preſumption 
never was raiſed in any Caſe,—It has been diſputed, Whether, when no Patent appears, the 
Dignity is to be ſuppoſed deſcendible to the Heirs Male, or to the Heirs General, of the Body 
of the Perſon ennobled; but that it ſhould go to Collaterals, has yet been maintained by nobody. 


It may perhaps be ſaid, That as the Grant 1600 was to Heirs Male whatſoever, and as 
the Act 1606 directs the new-intended Grant to be in the ſame Terms, it is to be preſumed, 
that the Grant to the Commendator would be likewiſe in thoſe Terms.—The Anſwer 
is, Iſt, That there is no Room for Preſumption.—adly, There was not the ſame Reaſon for 
ſuch a Limitation in the Grant to the Commendator. That Grant neceſſarily carried the Dignity 
to all his Male Deſcendants: Whereas, in granting it to the Son who had no Children, it was 
proper to introduce Collaterals to bring in his Brothers, the Obje& of the King's Favour in all 
the Grants being the Commendator, and not his Son Patrick in particular. 


All the Scefs Genealogiſts concur in ating that this Dignity was originally conferred on Patrick 
the Commendator, 


There is upon Record, a Deed of Settlement made by David Lord Lindbres, the Great 
Grandſon of Patrick, the Commendator, and in whom his Male Iſſue is ſaid to have failed, 
dated in 1718. By this Deed, Lord Lindores expreſſes the greateſt Anxiety for the Preſer- 
vation of the Memory of his Family, and therefore gives the Lindores Eſtate to the Grand- 
daughter and Heireſs of David Leſlie, Lord Newark. It is plain, that this Lord did not imagine 
that the Title of Lindores was to ſubliſt, after his Death, in the Collateral Male Line of his Great. 
Grandfather, And another remarkable Circumſtance in this Deed, is ſtyling the Commendator 
Lord Lindores. Thus the Family, and thoſe who had beſt Acceſs to know, held that the Dignity 


was originally conferred on the Commendator, and not on his San, as the preſent Claimant 


alleges. 

JOHN SCOTT, 
T. ERSKINE. 
SYLV*. DOUGLAS, 
W, GRANT, 
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GENEALOGICAL TABLE, ſhewing the Conne 
1601, and the Perſon who voted under that Tit! 


— 
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| 1. Javes MasTeR of Rothes 
married, and had Iſſue - the 


is extinct. 


1. PaTrick LesL1E, who during his Fa- 
ther's Life ſubſequent to 16co, is con- 
ſtantly ſtyled Maſter of Lindores in Acts of 
Parliament, Royal Grants, &c. but who 
the Claimant ſays, was himſelf created Lord 


2, PaTrick LesLtE, Commendator of Lin- 3. Sir Anveew LesL1e 4. C 
dores, who, by an Act of Parliament paſſed of Lambeny, died N 
Claimant ſays his INue-male | in 1606, Royal Charters and other Inſtru- | without Iſſue. | ou 
ments, appears to have been created Lord 1 

Lindores in 1600 or 1601; but the Patent 

is not upon Record, and the Limitation of 

the Honour is unknown. 

| | | SORE = 
| | 2. ar LesL1e, who after | David LESLIIE, | Pic 
the Death of his Father and created Lord enda 
Brother Patrick was ſtyled | Newark. | her! 
| Lord Lindores. d R 
| e Cl 
| ue h 


Lindores in March 1600, with Limitation 
to his Heirs-male whatſoever he died with- 
out Iſſue. 


| 


| 


| Joux, Lord Lindores. | | 


Davip the 2d, | 
Lord Newark, 1 
died without 
Iſſue- male. | 


| Daviy, Lord Lindores, died 
without Iſſue about 1737, 
| and in him the Claimant 
| ſays the Male Iſſue of Pa- 
trick the Commendator 
| failed. 


on between 
at the late 


ſtor, had ſeveral 


KL of RoTHEs, 
nt Marriages. 


PATRICK, created Lord LiNDOREs in 1600 or 
Election of the PEERS of ScoTLAND. 


_—— 


| 
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Newton, died with- 
out Iſſue. 


joe LesL1ts of Newton, Brother of ai 


Half Blood to James Maſter of Rothes, and 
Patrick the Commendator of Lindores. 


1. Sir Jon x Maj. AxDrEw ee Wir 
Les tik of LesLt1s, of 5 LesL1e, | — 
Wy 7 Newton. Quarter, n * 3 
Pues, the Com- | EN 

endator, had Two Jonx LesrL1e Joux 0g | joun nn 

; N. B. In what Order of 

| * — 283 — * without of Quarter. of Lumwhat. Seniority theſe Brothers, An- 

e Claimant ſays their | drew, James, Alexander, and 

| [ve bas failed, William, ſhould be placed, is 

ALEXANDER Lets- not known ; nor is it knows 


whether Alexander or Wil- 
liam left Iſſue. 


LIE of Quarter, of Lumwhat. 
who, about 1737, 
aſſumed the Title 
of Lord Lindores 
on the Death of 


Lord David. 
| ww 


Jona Gar 
| of Lum hat. 
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Francis, who, Joux, who voted 
after his Fa- at the late E- 
ther's Death, lection as Lord 
aſſumed the | Lindores. 


Title and died 
without Iſſue. 


— —— 


GENEALOGICAL TABLE 


OF THE 


LINDORES FAMILY. 


